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This book would not have been possible without the support and advice of a large number of people, all of whom I would like to thank for their contributions. At the top of the list must be John Scott and Rob Stones for their generous support as my mentors in the Department of Sociology at the University of Essex during the three years when this project was taking shape. Those three years themselves were made possible by the financial support of the British Academy, which funded the post-doctoral fellowship project that largely produced this book. And I also owe special thanks to my new colleagues in the Department of Social Sciences at Loughborough University for providing the wonderfully supportive and stimulating environment in which the book was completed.
The spark that ignited my interest in writing this book was a comment of Andrew Sayer's, made quite a few years ago now, on the need to extend the argument that became my previous book to take account of poststructuralism. But this was only the first of many comments, conversations, and criticisms (whether or not I accepted them!) that have played a large part in helping to develop the arguments within these covers. I am pleased to be able to thank the many people who made those contributions here. I would particularly like to thank Alison Sealey for her advice on the chapters on language, but I have also had valuable input from Ismael Al-Amoudi, Margaret Archer, Bob Carter, Daniel Chernilo, Charles Crothers, Jason Edwards, Mike Gane, Michael Halewood, John Holmwood, Ingvar Johansson, John Latsis, Clive Lawson, Tony Lawson, Daniel Little, Omar Aguilar Novoa, Wendy Olsen, Peter Patrick, Jonathan Potter, Andrew Sayer, Dave Sayers, Simon Susen, Stephen Turner, Frederic Vandenberghe, and Iris Wigger. Many people have also helped by discussing various papers and comments of mine at conferences and seminars and indeed online, including the organisers, members, and attendees of the Cambridge Social Ontology Group, the Bhaskar list, the SLX Essex graduate conference on sociolinguistics, the seminar on language and realism organised in Warwick by Bob Carter and Alison Sealey, the London Centre for Critical Realism, various conferences and
